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VIRGINIA GRAEME BAKER POOL AND SPA SAFETY ACT SUMMARY

The following federal mandates are effective as of December 19, 2008.
1. By December 19, 2008, all drain covers manufactured or sold in the United States must conform to the ASME/ANSI A112.19.8-2007, "Suction Fittings for Use in Swimming Pools, Wading Pools, Spas, and Hot Tubs," published by the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME).
2. All public pools and spas (as defined by the Act), both new and existing, must be equipped with drain cover systems conforming to the ASME/ANSI A112.19.8-2007 standard.
3. All public pools and spas (pump) with a single main drain, other than an unblockable drain, must be equipped with an ASME A112.19.8-2007 compliant cover system and one or more of the following additional devices or systems: a safety vacuum release system (SVRS); suction limiting vent system; gravity drainage system; automatic pump shutoff system; or drain disablement.
Existing pools are not exempt from the new regulations.  By December 19, 2008, all publicly accessible pools, whether they have single or multiple drains, must have new anti-entrapment drain covers that must comply with ASME/ANSI A112.19.8 performance standard.  However, many of these covers are currently being developed and are not yet available.
A public pool or spa that has a single drain must have at least one additional level of entrapment protection, which could be:
· Safety Vacuum Release System (SVRS) – a vacuum release system capable of providing vacuum release at a suction outlet caused by a high vacuum occurrence due to a suction outlet flow blockage. An SVRS can be installed in under an hour for about $500 - $700. Representative brands include Vac-Alert Industries, Stingl, Hayward Pool Products, and A.O. Smith Company. 

· Automatic Pump Shut Off System – An automatic pump shut off system. 

· Drain Disablement – A device or system that disables the drain. 

· Suction-Limiting Vent System* – a suction limiting vent system that utilizes a collector tank. 

· Gravity Drainage* – a gravity drainage system that utilizes a collector tank.
* These devices would have been installed during pool construction. They cannot be added to an already existing pool.  (From Pool Operation Management)
